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J u l y  2 9 ,  F I R S T  P U B L I C  F O R U M  

 

2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

UPDATE & 

DOWNTOWN 

PLAN  
City of Ottawa, IL 

 



Updating the 2008 Plans 



Downtown Sites Master Plan 
Opportunity to Create a Catalytic  Waterfront 

Project 

 



  

7pm to 7:30pm                   Introductions, Brief Overview of Project 
 
7:30pm to 8pm                  Breakout Sessions for feedback and discussion 
  
8pm to 8:30pm                   Summary of feedback, Next Steps. 
 

July 29,  FIRST PUBLIC FORUM  



OUR APPROACH 

B u i l d a b l e  M a s t e r  P l a n s  f o r  a  U n i q u e  D o w n t o w n .  

 



THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
LOOK AT FOUR SCALES: 

 

1. THE REGIONAL 
SCALE 



2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + DOWNTOWN PLAN + DOWNTOWN SITES MASTER PLAN 

THIS IS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
LOOK AT FOUR 
SCALES: 
 

 
2. THE  

CITY 

 SCALE 

 
3. THE  

DISTRICT
 SCALE 

 



2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + DOWNTOWN PLAN + DOWNTOWN SITES MASTER PLAN 

THIS IS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
LOOK AT FOUR 
SCALES: 
 

 
2. THE  

SITE
 SCALE 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

EXISTING PARCELS 

REDEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 
TOTAL OF APPROX.  
21.1 ACRES 
 
 
REQUIRED PUBLIC 
OPEN SPACE 
APPROX. 4.5 ACRES 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

EXISTING 
TOPOGRAPHY 

STREET LEVEL APPROX. 484 
. APPROX. 471, 13 FOOT DROP 
. 

APPROX. 468, 3 FOOT DROP 
. 
APPROX. 460, 8 FOOT DROP  
. 

THE EXISTING TOPO OFFERS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO THINK OF THE 
SITE IN THREE TIERS: 
• STREET LEVEL (APPROX. 484) 
• SITE LEVEL (471-468), AND  
• WATER LEVEL (460) 
 



TRAIL FRAMEWORK OPPORTUNITIES 



TRAIL FRAMEWORK OPPORTUNITIES 



2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

HISTORY 
Look into the historic Canals 
in “Canal Town”  
 
Other historic assets that can 
be leveraged beyond efforts 
in place already  



2011 HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY 

HISTORY 



CANAL CORRIDOR  SUB AREA 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 

BRINGING BACK THE CANAL AS 
A MAJOR DESTINATION FOR 
OTTAWA AND TO ATTRACT 
NEW INVESTMENT IN THE 
AREA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

LAND USE 

 

J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3  W o r k i n g  M e e t i n g  w i t h  C i t y   



2002 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Major New Industrial Growth to the north and east (west also?) 
Major New Residential growth to the south and east (along Fox River) 

UPDATE EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND USE MAP 



Downtown Waterfront Sites 

Master Plan 
Opportunity to Create a Catalytic  Waterfront 

Project 

 



2002 DOWNTOWN PLAN DOWNTOWN RIVERFRONT CONCPETS 

DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 



2006 BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
• RIVERFRONT PERFORMANCE SPACE/ AMPHITHEATER 
• DOWNTOWN MARINA 
• RESTAURANTS, HOTELS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

2008 BRANDING PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

THE 13 FOOT DROP FROM STREET LEVEL TO THE 
RIVERFRONT OFFERS CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES. 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE REUSE OF RESCUE SQUAD BUILDING AND 
BOAT LAUNCH 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

ENGAGE BOTH SIDES OF THE RIVER: ALLEN PARK 
AND THE CENTRAL SCHOOL SITE  



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

CAN THE BRIDGE BE MORE PEDESTRIAN AND BIKE 
FRIENDLY? 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS TO UNDERBRIDGE 
CONNECTION 



TRAIL FRAMEWORK  . CHICAGO RIVER CORRIDOR PLAN . OVERCOMING BARRIERS 

RIVERWALK GATEWAY 

OVERCOMING 

BARRIERS 

 AND CREATING 

“CONNECTED” 

TRAIL SYSTEMS 

 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS TO UNDERBRIDGE 
CONNECTION 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

EXISTING RIVERWALK IS ALREADY A GREAT ASSET 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE ENHANCEMENTS TO RIVERWALK AND 
BOAT DOCKS 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE UNDERBRIDGE CONNECTION UNDER 
MAIN STREET BRIDGE 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

POSSIBLE UNDERBRIDGE CONNECTION UNDER 
MAIN STREET BRIDGE 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

HISTORIC BOAT CLUB BUILDING AND SITE AS A 
MAJOR ANCHOR 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

MAJOR OPPORTUNITY SITE AT RIVERBEND 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

HOW TO CONNECT THE RIVERWALK FROM MAIN 
STREET TO JEFFERSON STREET 



DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT CENTER SCHOOL AND ADJACENT SITES 

ENGAGE BOTH SIDES OF THE RIVER 



The opportunity to create a Unique Waterfront Destination   
 

B u i l d a b l e  M a s t e r  P l a n s  f o r  a  U n i q u e  D o w n t o w n .  

 



The opportunity to create a Unique 

Waterfront Destination   
 



The opportunity to create a Unique 

Waterfront Destination   
 



The opportunity to create a Unique 

Waterfront Destination   
 



opened in 2004 
The pavilion, which has a capacity of 11,000 
4,000 fixed seats and a 95,000-square-foot Great 
Lawn that can accommodate an additional 7,000 
people. 
About 4 acres 
 

Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Chicago, Illinois 



Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Chicago, Illinois 



River Edge Park in Aurora, Illinois 

•capacity of 6,000 
•2,000 fixed seats 
•about 3 acres 
•opened in 2013 
 



River Edge Park in Aurora, Illinois 



Marcus Amphitheater in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

•capacity of 24,000 
•About 5 acres 
•opened in 1987 



Marcus Amphitheater in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 



Riverfront Plaza 
in Alton, Illinois 

•Built in 2008 
•capacity of 4,000 
•About 3.5 acres 



Riverfront Plaza in Alton, Illinois 



Riverfront Amphitheater in  
New Albany Indiana  

•capacity of 10,000 
•reopened in 2009 
•about 1.5 acres 

 



Riverfront Amphitheater in New Albany Indiana  



Arneson River Theatre 
in San Antonio, Texas  

•Built in 1939 
•capacity is about 800 
•Less than half an acre 



Arneson River Theatre in San Antonio, Texas  



Phenix City Alabama 
Amphitheater 

•Capacity is about 3,000 
•Less than one acre 



Phenix City Alabama Amphitheater 



Downtown Sites Master Plan 
Opportunity to Create a Catalytic  Waterfront 

Project 

 




